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PREFACE

Assam is one of the states of India
and it is situated in the North-Eastern
region with a land of socio-cultural
diversity. Assam is a multi cultural, multi
ethnic, multi religious and multi lingual
state. The state of Assam has
demographic, economic and strategic

significance. Demographically, Assam is
the hub of diverse social groups and
economically is filled with natural
resources including oil, tea, mineral and
water resources. A wide range of ethnic
group is also present in the region and they
have contributed a lot towards the socio-
cultural development of the state.

In the post- independent India,
Assam was one of those states of North East
which had to suffer from the development
strategy of the Indian state. Assam is
economically a backward region, though
the state has a lot of natural resources
which, if properly tapped, will bring a huge
boost to their economic development and
improve the living standards of the people.
But unfortunately because of the absence
of large scale industries these raw
materials cannot be manufactured within
the region and hence it has just become
only a major supplier of raw materials.
Agriculture in the region is quite primitive,
subsistence farming is mostly practiced,
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modernized, the more ethnic demands are
manifested and similarly, the higher
economic development has also related to
greater ethnic conflict. Different cultural
and linguistic ethnic groups wanted to
retain their tradition and relative prestige
while desiring to improve their socio-
economic and political status arose
boundlessly. Among them those who have
already forgotten their past heritage, are
now reverting back to their old tradition
through revival of language and culture.
These entire issues involved competition
conflict and power struggle.

Another important problem of
Assam’s economy is unemployment. The
numbers of unemployed youth are
increasing day by day. The special care for
Job opportunity for Women in Assam and
their security in society and women
reservation in centre and state is
deplorable. The government has failed to
provide job opportunities to them. As a
result, the problem of unemployment is
becoming more and more dangerous to the
economy of the state. Apart from these
Jactors, drainage of wealth, historical
consequences, geographical location, poor
infrastructure, slow process of
modernization, leadership crisis and
political  culture, slow pace of
industrialization are some of the major
consiraints or impediments on the way of
rapid socio economic development in
Assam.
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